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V. J Lemr from William Halktt, M £>• m 
Henry Pemberton, M £>. F. ^. ^. if 
Chem. ^rof. Grefliam ; containing the Cafe 
<)fa Lad^ who was £hot through the Lungs; 
drawn up hj Mr. Nich* Fttcrs junior^ Sur- 
geon^ 

To "Dr. Pcniberton. 
^ear Sir, Exeter^ Sept. ti. 1 744.^ 
Bf^iNov. 8- IT HAVE now fent you the remarkable 
'^^^^' jL ^^^^' which I Oiew'd you lately when 

you were at my Houfe, of a Lad who was fiiot in 
the Lungs. It is drawn up by Mr. Titers, his Sur- 
geon 1 and you have k under, in his own Hand. 

To Dr. Halletr, at Exeter. 

S I Rt Toppmm, Sept. 12. 1744. 

According to your Requeft, I fend you the Gafc 
of James ChannoB$ which, as it was pretty 
remarkable from the Beginning, I then noted downi 
lb tlmt you have the Symptoms related not barely 
from Memory, but as they were in Fa£t when they 
occurred. I am, 

SIR, 

Tour moji humble Servant, 

Nich. Tticts, jtmior. 

^ec 28. 1737* James Chanmm aged about 14, 
was accidentally fhot in his Back by another Lad, 
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at the Diftance of two Yards from him 1 £0 that the 
whole Load of Shot, not having Space to fcatter^ 
entered like a Ball, by the Edge of the Left Scapula, 
which it fplintef d 1 and, flanting upward, pafs'd be- 
tween the two fuperior Ribs, and fradlar'd the Cla- 
vicle 1 the Refinance of which Bone hindered their 
Paffage thro' the Skin 5 for fome of them lay imme- 
diately on the fraClur'd Part, covefd only by the 
Ciiiis; which, with a Touch of the Incifion -Knife, I 
took out, in Number about a Dozen : They were 
the fmall Muftard-fced Shot. 

After reducing the FraClure, Idrcw off ten Ounces 
of Blood (he haviog loft but very little by the Wound) 3. 
and treated the Wound in his Back as ufual in Gun- 
lliot Wounds I afld the Fever which attended it, as a 
common fymptomatic Fever, In 8 or 9 Days time 
a plentiful Suppuration came on, and his l^cver abated. 

Towards the Middle of January^ the Difcharge 
of fetid Tus was fo great, not only through the 
Wound, but alfo by Expeftoration, that 1 thought he 
could not long furvive it : At each Time of Drefl- 
ing (which was Morning and Evening, till the Quan- 
tity leflen'd) full fix Ounces of f^^j* were difcharg'd : 
The like C^antity he would generally cough up be- 
tween the Dreffings. When the Dreilings v^ere re- 
moved, I frequently made him force a Cough, and 
try if he could not throw out any Pus by his Mouth s 
but, inftead of palling that Way, it icw out thro' 
the Wound, like Water from a Pump : M I blocked 
up the Wound with Tow, he could then freely dif.. 
charge it by the Mouths V/hen the Matter had done 
flowing, the Air which was forced thro' the Wound by 
Coughing, would blow out a Candle, which I often 

experienced* 
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expetienccd. The Matter was fo prodigioufly fetid> 
that, for feme time after he was drefsM, the Stink 
in the Chamber was fcarce tolerable 5 and it was near 
the xMiddle of March before the Difcharge began to 
abate. In this Space of Time he cough'd up 25 
Shot I had frequently heftic Heats, and Night- 
Sweats; a quick feverifh Pulfe returned conftantly 
towards Evenins:, with srcat Thirfti he had loft his 
AppctitCj and was greatly emaciated ^ his chief Food 
was Milkj and Phyfick the Bark. 

In order to give a free Paffage to the Matter thro' 
the Wound, and prevent the Stink from killing him 
(as tlie poor Boy cxprcffed it)^ by coming through the 
Mouthj I had for fome time kept zCanmda in the 
Wound 5 but, in lefs than a Fottniglit, I found myfclf 
obliged to leave it quite out; for tiio'.it anfwer'd the 
End of giving the Matter a free Paffage that Way, and 
prevented its coming by the Mouth, yet the Quantity 
thro' the Wound increafed dailv, and his hectic Heats 
became more violent. 

Seeing no Profpefl of any End to be put to the 
Difcharge of Matter, it keeping up to its ufual Quan- 
tity for a Month or 6 Weeks longer, and the poor 
Boy reduced to a meer Scclcton, I was determined^ 
if poffibie to heal the Wound, and commit the Event 
to Nature 5 there not being one favourable Symptom 
to give the ieaft Hope of his Pvccovery. 

About the Middle of June the Wound was quite 
cicatrized, 2 or 3 Exfoliations being firft caft ofFfrom the 
Scapula. His Cough ftili continued with a Difcharge 
of the fame fetid Tms^ but in three Weeks it began 
to abate § and, towards the latter End of July ^ he 
had gaind Flcfh, and his Cough had left him 5 he 
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walked abroad, and was, to Appearance, quite re- 
covered. But this fair Profped did not laft long; for, 
towards the latter End oiAugufty I was called to him 
in the Nigiit, and found him fupported in the Bed, 
with a Half-pint Bafon in his Hand, almoft full of 
the fame Sort of ftinking putrid Matter, which he 
ufed to cough up : It had been emptied but a Quarter 
of an Hour before, fothac, in lefs than half an Hour, 
he had expectorated a full Pint, This Cough continued 
upon him 1 6 Hours longer 5 when^ the Load of Mat- 
ter being pump'd up, he grew much better. Two or 
three Days before this fevere Attack^ he had complained 
of being faint, fcveriOi^ and ftrait at the Breaft, for 
which he was bled, ^c. In this Fie of Coughing, 
he brought up with the jP^j 14 Shot. He had three 
of thefe violent Returns before the Summer was quite 
over, which reduced him nearly to his former weak 
State, but difcharged no Shot. 

In November following, I laid on a Cauftic to the 
Cicatrix of the Wound in his Back i and kept it open 
with a large Bean, to try if a Difcharge, by way of 
Iffjc, might divert the Matter from coming by the 
Mouth : He had no fuch violent Seizures after ward> 
but ftiii a hedic Cough upon him^ v/hich expecto- 
rated a fmall Quantity of the fame fetid 2^^j-; The 
Difcharge from the liFue was pretty confiderable, 
and he weathered out the Winter tolerable well. 

In March 173 9? he grew feverifli, and compIainU 
of a great Load and Pain juft above the Diaphragm,, 
on the Left Side : I applied a warm Plaifter, and drew 
off ten Ounces of Blood, which I found was pretty 
much inflamed. A few Days afterwards an Abfcefs 
formed hetweea the BJbs, where he had before com* 

plained 
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plained of the Pain $ which I opened, and difcharged 
about four Ounces of the fame fetid Matter, and i8 
Shot. Here was a true Empyema^ and I had now 
great Hopes of a Cure, Nature having pointed out 
fuch a depending Part, for a Difcharge of what Mat- 
ter might be lodged in the Thorax. I then healed 
up the Iflue in his Back, and icepc this new Wound 
open with a Cannula > but, within ten Days, the Mat- 
ter had ceafcd iiowing, his feverifii Symptoms again 
increased, and his Cough returned with a Difcharge of 
the fame putrid Matter. I threw afide the Cannula^ 
and healed the Wound between the Ribs, it anfwer- 
ing no End to keep it open longer. The remaining 
Part of the Year 1739, he had feveral Returns of his 
Cough, with pretty large Expeftorations, but they 
were not of long Continuance $ frequent Bleedings, 
a Milk-Diet, and vulnerary Medicines, were made 
ufe of. 

In the Years 1740, 41, 42, towards Spring 
and Autumn, he generally was feized with a Diffi- 
culty of Breathing, and Pain of the Side : Bleeding 
would relieve him for the prefent, but it feldom 
ended without a Difcharge of the fame Sort of ^us 
by Coughing, and with it, fometimes, one or two 
Shot. At the latter End of the Summer i74i> he 
had an Abfcefs formed in the left Side, between the 
true and fpurious Ribs : I open'd it, and with the 
Matter difcharged 9 Shot. 

Between thefe grand Fits of Cougliing (if I may fo 
call them), which happened three or four Times iti 
tlie Year, he would gain Strength, grow fat, aad 
work at his Trade of Glove- making. 

Towards 
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Towards the latter End oi March 1743, his Cough 
returned again with the fame ufual Violence, and 
the Diicharge in One Night was a full Pint of fetid 
bloody 2^^i- 5 half that Quantity was expedorated 
next Day. He had the fame feverilh Symptoms a few 
Days before this Cough, as ufual, but rather more 
fcvere. It continued upon him 8 Days before it began 
to abate. No Shot were difchargcd at this time, as 
wasexpeftedj but he coughed up a broad Scale of a 
Bone, ragged at the Edges, and of an irregular Shape, 
which, I imagine, was a Part of the Scapula. A few 
Weeks after this he was taken into your Hofpital. 

Thus far Mr. Teeters. He had the Benefit of the 
^evon and Exeter Hofpital, under my Care for 1 5 
Months; during which Time he was heftical, had 
fometimes pleuritic Pains, for which he was often 
bled, and took foft Peftorals. He frequently fpit 
"Tus in great Quantities. I confined him to a Milk- 
Diet $ ordered him Balfamics, particularly Balf. Lo- 
fatelli in an Elefluary. He is now healthy, ftrong, 
and fats and frequently walks from Tofpam to 
Bxeterj which is near four Miles, and returns the 
|am^ Day. 



I am c^f. 



William Hallett 



